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menede, butchered its inhabitants, and laid close siege
to the strong city of Zierickzee. Zierickzee, after a long
siege, again fell into the hands of Spain, and with it fell
the gallant Boisot. Woerden followed about the same
time. Thus in a short campaign the Eoyalists had
planted themselves on the sea shore, and had drawn a
belt from thence to the Rhine round Rotterdam, Delft,
and Leyden.
In this extremity William summoned the States of
Holland and Zeeland to Rotterdam, and told them that
they must now yield, unless they could find some sove-
reign to protect them in place of Philip. In spite of
their hesitation he forced this upon them. Though he
would prefer to look to France, the deputies decided to
apply to Elizabeth of England. As before, as after-
wards, Elizabeth dallied and delayed. She wished the
struggle to go on; she wished neither King nor Estates
to be victorious; she wished both to look to her for
help. Her prudence would not allow her to accept the
protectorate : but it equally impelled her to allow none
other to accept it; she feared alike the bigotry of Philip
and the turbulence of Calvinism. All this William
perfectly understood; but he carried out the desires of
the States by again appealing to the Queen. In the
meantime he is writing to his brother imploring him to
seek for aid in Germany. It is at this time that vague
and inconsistent rumours describe the Prince as about
to withdraw across the seas, and seek a country else-
where. His private letters and his public utterances be-
tray not a thought of the kind. They breathe nothing
but unconquered resolution. Now, indeed, his fortunes
touched their lowest ebb; and his secretary writes to

